The mechanism of botulism.
Botulism is induced by botulinum toxin and the mechanism of the disease is unknown. In another study, a fatal autoimmune disease was produced in animals by immunization with a fraction of choline acetyltransferase. When these two syndromes are compared, numerous similarities are observed. It is postulated that botulism toxin acts as an initiator for the autoimmune disease by catalyzing in vivo the formation of the pathogenic fraction of choline acetyltransferase.